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More books to avoid  
Sachar, Louis. 
 Holes. 
 
Scieszka, Jon. 
 Time Warp Trio series. 
 
Snyder, Zilpha Keatley. 
 The Egypt Game. 
 The Headless Cupid. 
 
Waddell, Martin. 
 Harriet and the Crocodiles. 
 
Wallace, Barbara Brooks. 
 Cousins in the Castle. 
 The Twin in the Tavern. 
 Peppermints in the Parlor. 
 Sparrows in the Scullery. 
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I F  T H E S E  B O O K S  A R E N ’ T  
A T  Y O U R  L I B R A R Y … .  

B R E A T H E  A  S I G H  O F   
R E L I E F !  

Any not owned by your library can be inter-
library loaned from other libraries through-
out the area, either by asking your librarian 
or by using your library card and the online 
catalog, STARCat.  
 
But WHY would you want to read such sad 
stories filled with woe!?! Remember, there is 
nothing stopping you from reading something 
happy! 



Aiken, Joan .  
The Wolves of Willoughby 
 Chase. 
Arabel’s Raven. 
Arabel and Mortimer. 
 

Avi. 
 Emily Upham’s Revenge. 

 
Bauer, Steven. 
 A Cat of a Different  
  Color. 
 
Bellairs, John. 
 The House with the  
  Clock in its Walls. 
 The Curse of the Blue  
  Figurine. 
 Doom of the Haunted  
  Opera. 
 
Colfer, Eoin. 
 Artemis Fowl. 
 
Dahl, Roald . 
 The Witches. 
 
DeFelice, Cynthia. 
 The Apprenticeship of Lucas
  Whitaker. 
 
Fleischman, Paul. 
 The Half-a-Moon Inn. 
 
Fleischman, Sid. 
 Jingo Django. 
 

From the very beginning (bad begin-
nings, of course), Lemony Snicket 
has repeatedly warned readers NOT 
to read his tales about the sad, disas-
trous misery that follows the Baude-
laire orphans—Violet, Sunny and 
Klaus.  

Heed his advice! Don’t read ANY of 
the following books!  

Quick! Put this bibliography (a word 
that here means a list of books you 
shouldn’t read) down! You can 
choose to read something happy 
with a happy ending (if you like that 
sort of thing)! 

The Bad Beginnings (Book 1) 
The Reptile Room (Book 2) 
The Wide Window (Book 3) 
The Miserable Mill (Book 4) 

The Austere Academy (Book 5) 
The Ersatz Elevator (Book 6) 

The Vile Village (Book 7) 
The Hostile Hospital (Book 8) 

The Carnivorous Carnival  
(Book 9) 

The Slippery Slope (Book 10) 
The Grim Grotto (Book 11) 

The Penultimate Peril (Book 12) 
The End (Book 13) 

Lemony Snicket: The  
Unauthorized Autobiography  

The Beatrice Letters 

The Prospero 

Garfield, Leon. 
 The Ghost Downstairs. 
 John Diamond.  
 (Originally published as Footsteps.) 
 The Strange Affair of  
  Adelaide Harris. 
 
Heide, Florence Parry.. 
 The Shrinking of Treehorn. 
 Treehorn’s Treasure. 
 
Hite, Sid. 
 Stick and Whittle. 
 
Horvath, Polly.  
 Everything on a Waffle. 
 The Trolls. 
 
Ibbotson, Eva. 
 Which Witch. 
 The Secret of Platform 13. 
 Island of the Aunts. 
 Dial-a-Ghost. 
  
Ives, David. 
 Monsieur Eek. 
 
Kennedy, X.J. 
 Owlstone Crown. 
 
Levine, Gail Carson. 
 Ella Enchanted. 
 
Pullman, Philip. 
 Count Karlstein. 
 Clockwork or All Wound 
  Up. 
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