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Primary Search Overview (via Searchasaurus) 
 

  Searchasaurus Map Screen 
 
Content 
 

• Full text from over 50 children’s magazines 
• General and animal encyclopedias 
• Collection of images 

 
 

Click on an island to 
select type of reference 
materials to search 

Click on the volcano 
for a brief fact 

Click on the cave for 
a Searchasaurus 
tutorial 
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Primary Search 
 

 
 Primary Search Screen 

Either enter search 
terms in text box or 
choose a topic 

Check this box to limit 
results to full text articles 

Choose a reading 
level 
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General Encyclopedia  
 

 
 General Encyclopedia Search Screen 
 
 
 
Dictionary 
 

 
 Dictionary Search Screen 
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Encyclopedia of Animals 
 

  Encyclopedia of Animals Search Screen 
 
Pictures 
 

 
 Pictures Search Screen 
 

Either enter search 
terms in text box or 
choose a topic 

Select types of 
images to display 
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Search Tools 
 
Lexile Reading Levels 
Grade Lexile Ranking 

1 200-300 
2 350-500 
3 500-720 
4 620-910 
5 730- 960 
6 800-1030 

 
 
Field Codes 

Code Description Example 
AU Author(s) last name 

followed by his/her first 
name and a middle initial if 
available 

AU Amanpour 

DT Date of Publication (Date 
Indexed) 
Performs an exact search 
for articles published on a 
specific date, in the format 
of CCYYMMDD 

DT 20030301 

TI Searches the title of the 
article or a descriptive 
phrase if the article is dated 
before Nov 87 

TI economy 

SU Searches the subject 
heading that each article is 
given 

SU terrorism 

SO The source in which the 
given article was published 

SO Newsweek 

AB Searches the abstract 
summaries for keywords 

AB Saturn 

IL Searches for either the type 
of illustrations in a given 
article or exclusively articles 
which include illustrations 

IL chart 
IL Y (yes) 

AN An identification 
(accession) number 

AN 9605100646 

IS International Standard 
Serial Number (ISSN) 

IS 08976213 
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Boolean Operators 
AND - Search results contain all search terms 
example: america AND history 
 
OR - Search results contain at least one of the search terms 
example: technology OR science 
 
NOT - Search results do not contain search term 
example: education NOT preschool 
 
 
Proximity Operators 
Within Operator (W) - Search results contain all terms that are within a specified number 
of words from each other (order entered) 
example: outer W1 space 
 
Near Operator (N) - Search results contain all terms that are within a specified number 
of words from each other (regardless of order) 
example: animals N1 prehistoric 
 
 
Truncation  
* (represents any number of characters) 
example: techn* 
possible results: technology, technological 
 
Wildcards 
? (represents exactly one character) 
example: child???? 
possible results: childhood, childlike 
 
! (represents one or no characters) 
example: dinosaur! 
possible results: dinosaur, dinosaurs 
 


